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Mission 

KORE Academy exists to help students who face 

challenges in the traditional classroom due to 

various learning differences including learning 

disabilities, ADHD, processing disorders and high 

functioning autism spectrum disorders. 

 

 

Student Demographics 

The majority of KORE Academy students present with attention issues and over 60% have 

multiple learning issues. Nearly a third come to us with language-based learning disabilities 

including: apraxia, auditory processing disorder, dysarthria, dysgraphia, dyslexia, dysphasia, 

dyspraxia, mixed receptive-expressive language disorder and specific learning disability.  
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Student Demographics based on 38 students, 2015-2016
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From the Board President 

Vicki Henderson 

As I look back on this school year, I am thrilled with the continued 

progress that KORE Academy and our students have made! There are so 

many success stories! Everyone has made progress and we have seen 

tremendous gains in both academic and social skills. 

 

KORE Academy is not just a private school. We are a school for students 

whose learning needs are best served in a focused setting with smaller classes and individual 

learning plans. Our teachers work diligently to meet each student where they are and 

provide what each student needs academically, socially and emotionally based on their 

unique abilities. 

The goal of the KORE Academy board is to ensure that our school remains focused on our 

mission and has the financial resources to make KORE’s personalized education possible. This 

year we committed to elevating our development function to enable a sustained flow of 

contributed income. We are committed to that approach with board volunteers leading the 

way. The coming year will see the creation of an Annual Fund that will help to bridge the 

gap between tuition and the true cost of a KORE Academy education, approximately $2500 

per student.   

We are grateful for the support of the parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles, friends, 

foundations and organizations who believe in KORE Academy and our mission of serving 

students with learning differences. Our strong community commitment tells grant-making 

organizations that KORE Academy is a good investment.  

KORE Academy would not be who we are without the generosity of our volunteers who 

donate their time, experience and skill in areas that make it possible for us to run our school 

at a high level. Specific thanks to volunteers Cindy Donahue, Becky Brass, Shaheen Ali and 

Linda Baker.  

Don’t forget to Dream Big! Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

2015-2016 Board of Directors 
Vicki Henderson   President    Rizwan Ali  

Debbie Masters    Treasurer    Michael Carter 

Bonnie Watkins     Secretary    Dawn Profit 

Jeff McIntosh        Carol Douglas, Director, ex-officio 
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From the Director 

Carol Douglas 

As my time as director of KORE Academy draws to a close, I find myself 

reflecting upon the journey. The road has included many twists and 

turns, and much growth has taken place as we have navigated those 

twists and turns.  

The humble, one-room schoolhouse that began under the direction of 

eight brave families desperate to find the right school environment for their children has 

now grown to its current enrollment of thirty-eight students, twelve teachers, and six 

blended grade levels. With a chuckle I remember the days in which we raided the Fayette 

County textbook warehouse for “hand-me-downs” and were ever so grateful for the 

materials we found there. 

That one room is now ten, and although we’ve been blessed by the generosity of Porter 

Memorial Baptist Church, we are now on the verge of outgrowing the space that is available 

to us. Creative use of that shared space is more important than ever, and I see a building in 

our future that is dedicated to our students and their families. Wouldn’t that be something? 

The hand-me-down textbooks have long since been replaced with new curricula, and 

teachers have at their disposal curriculum guides from which to work. Online resources are 

being used to engage students more fully, providing them with the ability to have material 

read to them with the simple click of a key on their laptops or iPads, for just one example of 

the benefits of technology use. 

In 2013, approximately ten years after it opened its doors, KORE Academy was awarded full 

accreditation by AdvanceEd after a rigorous, year-long evaluation process. Goals were set in 

the areas of assessment, curriculum, and professional development, and much has been 

accomplished in those areas. Continuous improvement is what we are after at each step, 

and a culture of on-going reflection is ever present.  

As I hand off the baton to our next director, I am confident in the direction in which KORE is 

headed. It has been a privilege to serve alongside so many hardworking folks dedicated to 

furthering the mission of providing a safe place for students to grow and learn. The journey 

continues!  
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Community Partners 

KORE Academy greatly appreciates the support we 

received this school year in the form of grants and 

donations from the following partners: 

 

 Porter Memorial Baptist Church 

 Children’s Charities of the Bluegrass 

 Commonwealth Technology 

 Lynn Imaging 

 Toyota Motor Manufacturing Kentucky 

 Walmart 

                

Thank 

You!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Intervention Program 
Drama Program 

Community Service 
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Financial Report: 2015-2016 School Year June 1-May 31 

Income 

Tuition & Fees 70% $283,288   

Donations,  other income 17% $70,521.00   

Tuition/Emergency Tuition Assistance 6% $26,312.00   

Board designated reserve 3% $12,492.00   

Grants 4% $13,750.00   

     

Total Income  $406,363   
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Financial Report: 2015-2016 School Year June 1-May 31 

 

Expenses 

       

Staff Wages 78.00% 315,094.00 

Operations including curriculum 12.00% 47,795.00 

Tuition Assistance/Emergency TA 6.50% 26,312.00 

Board designated reserve 3.00% 12,492.00 

Depreciation 0.50% 2,679.00 

   

TOTAL EXPENSES  $404,372.00 
 

 
 

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

      

       

       

Tuition Assistance 
 
7 families received Tuition Assistance representing 18% of enrolled students. 
The average award was $2985. An additional 2 families received emergency 
Tuition Assistance. The total combined financial assistance awarded in the 
2015-2016 school year was $26, 312. 
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6.50% 3.00% 0.50%

KORE ACADEMY EXPENSES 2015-2016 

Staff Wages Operations including curriculum
Tuition Assistance/Emergency TA Board designated reserve
Depreciation
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Reaching his full potential 
By Susan & Evan Hammonds 

 

Our son, Jay, has attended KORE for just one year but it’s been an 

amazing year of success. 

In May of 2015 my husband and I were wringing our hands and 

losing sleep while searching for a suitable school for Jay in the 

fall. In kindergarten, he was frustrated and acting out, which left 

us wondering where he should go so as to not get labeled a 

“problem student.” It was during our search that we heard about 

KORE Academy.  

After a visit to the school we knew that KORE would be a good fit for 

Jay, however they did not have enough students for a primary class. 

After several emails with the director we learned in July that they would have enough 

students and we were thrilled.  It was such a relief to know there was a place for Jay.  

Less than a year later, Jay is reading at and above grade level; his handwriting is legible; 

he’s doing math and best of all his behavior and attitude towards learning, following 

directions, and being in social situations has improved 100%! We are so grateful for KORE 

Academy. The teachers, administration, and staff are all dedicated to educating and 

helping each child reach their fullest potential…and we have seen that progress with our 

son. 

Jay reading with Mrs. Malone 
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Happy, at peace and doing well! 
by Chris & Niki May 

 

 My oldest son, Dylan May, is in his second 

year at KORE Academy. Though he is high-

functioning, Dylan’s autism has immensely 

affected his ability to learn in a normal 

classroom setting. The public school system 

was not equipped to successfully handle a 

situation like ours. In a classroom size of 

30 plus kids, Dylan was almost always lost, 

unable to understand what was being 

taught, and overwhelmed by the 

environment. We were convinced, though, that given the right 

opportunity and in the right environment, our son could learn and gain 

the skills necessary to live a productive life.  

With that aim in mind, we diligently sought to find a place that could 

meet Dylan’s needs. A therapist friend of ours recommended KORE 

Academy. After much research and a visit to the school, we decided to 

pack up and make the move from Colorado to Lexington, KY. Though I 

took a substantial cut in pay, I have no regrets; this decision has 

changed our lives.  

Now, after just two years at KORE, he is happy, at peace, and doing well 

in school. We are astonished that he went from a third grade math level 

to keeping a B average in Pre-Algebra. Wow! He NEVER complains about 

homework or getting up and going to school. The transformation that 

Dylan has experienced resulting from KORE is well worth the move we 

made from Colorado.  

 

 
 
      

       

The May Family. Dylan is far right. 
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KORE Academy Programs 
 

COGNITIVE SKILLS TRAINING 

This year saw the introduction of a new 

program at KORE. Led by former KORE 

language-arts teacher, Laura Jackson, the 

Cognitive Skills Training program 

incorporates primitive reflex exercises (a 

movement therapy that strengthens the 

neuro pathways) and incorporates games 

and learning exercises that improve working memory, visual and auditory 

processing, attention, processing speed, and logic and comprehension. 

KORE Academy kids have learned that they can approach something that 

is difficult for them, persevere and get on the winning side of it! The 

program is designed to target each of the noted areas so that over the 

course of the school year, approximately 52 hours total, the benefits of 

training will transfer to academic and real world environments. 

 

From the Board 

President 

Vicki Henderson 

From the Board 

President 

Vicki Henderson 

From the Board 

President 

Vicki Henderson 

From the Board 

President 

Vicki Henderson 

From the Board 

President 

Vicki Henderson 

       

DRAMA & THEATER 

The KORE Academy drama program was expanded this year to include 

1st-8th grade and will expand 

again next year to include our 

high school class. Taught by 

Mindi Day, the classes put on 

two plays during the school year 

in addition to the Lexington 

Children’s Theater 2-week 

workshop. KORE Academy 

considers drama to be an 

integral part of the education 

we provide because of its many benefits including improved social and 

communication skills and increased self-esteem. Studies show that 

drama plays a significant role in the development of reading fluency and 

comprehension. This year, through our LCT partnership, our high school 

group performed The Prince and the Pauper and our primary, 

intermediate and middle school performed Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory. 
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READING INTERVENTION PROGRAM 

  

The KORE Academy Reading 

Intervention Program is a fundamental 

part of the education that KORE 

Academy provides. Students in the 

program are reading below grade level 

(in many cases 2 or more grade levels 

below) and in some cases have not yet 

mastered letters or sounds. These students do not pay additional tuition 

to receive these services.  

 

Since 2004, when KORE hired Becky Malone as the reading specialist, 

over 30 students have benefited. Mrs. Malone works with students with 

language-based learning issues in one-on-one sessions and in groups using 

a modified version of a program developed by the National Institute for 

Learning Disabilities: Rx for Discovery Reading.   

 

Most students make annual gains equivalent to 6 months to one year and 

some increase their fluency and comprehension by more than one year or 

grade level. This year approximately 30% of the student body worked 

with Mrs. Malone.       
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